[Pulmonary involvement due to HHV-8 virus during the course of HIV infection].
HHV-8 is a herpes virus discovered in 1994 in Kaposi sarcoma cells. Its involvement was later demonstrated in multicentric Castleman disease and in primary lymphoma effusion lymphoma. These diseases arise almost exclusively in immunocompromised patients, mostly in association with HIV infection. Apart from Kaposi's sarcoma, combined antiretroviral therapy does not seem to have reduced the incidence of these diseases, which remain rare. In these three diseases, pulmonary involvement is common and may be the presenting feature. Kaposi's sarcoma of the lung is usually asymptomatic but may require specific therapy. Pulmonary involvement is mostly associated with cutaneous disease. Patients with Castleman disease typically present with fever and lymphadenopathy, associated with interstitial lung disease without opportunistic infection. Patients with primary lymphoma effusion presents with fever and an exudative lymphocytic pleural effusion, without a pleural mass on the CT-scan. Rapid diagnosis of these conditions avoids unnecessary invasive examinations and leads to prompt specific treatment.